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WHAT THE
BIBLE SAYS
ABOUT. . .

BAPTISM

How To Become
A Christian

Receiv ing Christ Jesus as your
Lord and Sav ior is the most
important step you or anyone else
wi l l  ev er take.

To receiv e Christ :

• You must acknowledge yoursel f
to be a helpless sinner in God's
sight and in need of a Sav ior
(Romans 3:23).

• You must bel iev e that Jesus
Christ died on the cross to be
the v ery Sav ior you hav e just
admi tted needing (1 Peter 3:18),
and that He rose f rom the dead,
hav ing accomplished the defeat
o f  s i n  ( R o m a n s  4 : 5 ;  1
Corinthians 15:3-4) .

• You must personal ly repent of
your sin (Romans 2:4) and
confess Jesus Chri st as Lord
ov er your l i f e (Romans 10:9-10),
bel iev ing that as God, He can
and wi l l  f orgive your sins (John
1:1,12; Mark 2:1-13), and grant
you eternal l i f e.
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Ev en in a casual reading of the New
Testament, i t  is impossible to ov erlook
the importance that bapt ism holds in
Sc r i p t u re .  T he  Ne w T e st am en t
commands bel iev ers in Christ to be
bapt ized.  Jesus commanded His
church to make disciples, bapt ize
them and teac h them . 1 P eter ' s
instruct ion to the people who heard
him preach was repent and be
bapt ized. 2  Many examples are giv en of
those who were bapt ized af ter they
had t rusted Chri st for salvat ion. Af ter
Paul 's conversion, “he arose and was
bap t i zed " . 3  Lyd i a  was  bap t i zed
f o l l owi ng  he r  c onv e rs i on . 4  T he
Phi l i pp ian ja i l or  was bapt i z ed. 5

Crispus, the chief ruler of the
synagogue in Corinth, and many other
Corinthians, were bapt ized af ter they
heard the gospel and bel iev ed. 6

In recognizing the importance of
bapt ism in the Bible, i t  is just as
important to understand correct ly the
meaning and purpose of i t .  The
answers to three important quest ions
help us understand what the Bible
teaches about bapt ism.

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?

It is important that the right person be
bapt ized. The Scriptures are clear that
only those who hav e trusted Chri st as
personal Sav ior are el igible for
bapt ism. When the Ethiopian man
asked Phi l ip i f  he could be bapt ized,
Phi l ip said "i f  you bel iev e wi th al l  you
heart , you may.”7  Af ter Peter's sermon
on the Day of Pentecost, ". .  . those
who gladly receiv ed his word were
bapt ized."8

Ev ery t ime the Bible speaks of one

being bapt ized, i t  is fol lowing thei r
t rusting in Christ as Sav ior. This is
why we do not bapt ize infants, since
babies cannot understand what i t
means to be sav ed, and, therefore,
cannot express fai th in the Lord
Jesus Chri st . So the right person to
be bapti zed is the one who is t rust ing
Jesus Christ for salv ation f rom sin.

HOW SHOULD ONE BE BAPTIZED?

The word "bapt ize" means "to dip". In
the account of Phi l ip and the
Ethiopian man, they both went down
into the water, Phi l ip bapt ized him,
and they came up out of the water. 9

Jesus came up out of the water af ter
He was bapt ized. 1 0  W e teach that the
Bible method of bapt ism is to be
completely "dipped" or " immersed" in
water, then brought up out of the
water. This method of bapt ism is
of ten referred to as "bapt i sm by
immersion".

THE MEANING OF BAPTISM

The reason that only bel iev ers should
be bapt ized and that they should be
bapt ized by immersion, becomes
clear when we understand the
meaning of bapt ism.

Bapt ism publ icly ident if ies a person
wi th Jesus Christ . Peter asked the
Jews that t rusted Christ on the Day
of Pentecost to be bapt ized in order
to make that commitment publ ic. He
said that because God had forgiv en
thei r sin they should be bapt ized. 1 1

Bapt ism is a picture of salv ation
through Chri st . The death, burial and
resurrect ion of Christ i s pictured by a

person being taken down into the
water and then being rai sed up out
of the water. The Apost le Paul said,
in addi t ion, that bapt ism is a picture
of the bel iev er dying to and bury ing
the old l i f e of sin and being
resurrected to a new l i f e in Christ . 1 2

Bapt ism has no meaning for anyone
who has not t rusted Christ as
Sav ior. They hav e not buried the old
l i f e and been raised to a new l i f e,
and they cannot honest ly say that
they hav e ident if ied wi th Chr ist .

Also, the picture of the death, burial
and resurrect ion can only be
port rayed by immersion. The picture
loses i ts meaning i f  any other
method is used.

THE REASON FOR BAPTISM

Why should one desi re to be
bapt ized? Simply because God has
commanded i t  and we ought to be
eager to do anything that God would
ask  us  to  do  if  we  are  t ruly  His
chi ldren. We ought also to be eager
to publ icly associate ourselv es wi th
Christ since we are now one of His
disciples or f ol lowers. I f  you are
genuinely t rusting Chri st for the
f o rg iv eness  of  s i n ,  wi l l  you
obedient ly and publ icly associate
yoursel f wi th Him through bapt ism?
Jesus said "Therefore whoev er
confesses Me before men, him I wi l l
also confess before My Father who
is in heav en. But whoev er denies
Me before men, him I wi l l  also deny
before My Father who is in
heav en.”1 3


